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It’s hard work being the center of
attention for a whole school, but also
rewarding to see the looks of admira-
tion and jealousy as you move through
the corridors. Still, it is nice to have
someplace where you can be yourself
completely; like the tree house in
your garden, where you and your
sister and some of your friends

hang out from time to time. But
things have gotten complicated

lately — your boyfriend Fredrik:

tall handsome, and popular —

keeps going on about how much

he loves you, and that he wants to be
with you forever. Neither he nor anyone
else knows that you feel the same thing,
but for another person.
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TIM [TIMMY]

They say a rat doesn’t have any human
feelings. But your pet rat sometimes seems
to be the only one in the world who really
understands you. During the weeks when
your mom drinks, school and all its
meaningless relationships and hier-
archies just goes by in a haze. The
bullies have tried to get at you by
calling you Rat Boy, but you take

it as a compliment. Rats don’t lie
and cheat and betray each otber.
Sometimes you want to get away
from it all. But then there is Ma-

ria; the most wonderful person in
the world. When it is bad at home,
you stay at Fredrik’s house — your
childhood friend, and Maria’s boy-
friend — and you see the two of them
cuddle and giggle. She doesn’t even
know that you exist.
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FREDRIK
[CHAD]

Sometimes it feels like your love is a

joke to Maria, as if she is only pretend-
ing to love you back. But it doesn’t
matter, whatever happens you will make
her see that the two of you are meant

to be together. And it is nice to hang out
with her and Tim, and ber friend Linda,
and Maria’s younger sister Isabella. But you
wish there was a little more time for the
two of you to be alone. You hardly get to
see her at all, and now the coach is nag-
ging at you to train more. People keep
saying you are the golden boy in school:
the star of the school team, rich parents
and the most popular girl at your side.
Then how come life feels really hard? On
top of that you have started to think that
your dad is having an affair with another
woman, and mom doesn’t have a clue.
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Maria’ little sister, they keep saying. As if
you are not your own person. And yet it
is nice to be Maria’s sister — everybody
smiles at you and wants to be your
friend. And it feels exciting to know that
they can’t imagine who you really are
— all the secrets you have. Not that
you have mamny, but you could have.
Though there is that one thing

you'd rather not let anyone else
know — you can’t seem to stop
stealing things. It is as if small

items jump into your pockets
wherever you go. And you feel

high from the thought of getting
away with it. But Maria’s friend
Linda saw you do it once. You bet
she will tell Maria lies about you,

like saying that you are a thief. But
you will outsmart her and make

her like you. And at the same time
perbaps you can get rid of Maria’s stupid
boyfriend.
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LINDA [ERIN]

The counselor at school told you that it is nor-
mal for parents to start acting strange when
one of their kids dies. And you get that, but
how long will it last? In your house there are
only two sounds to be heard: the scratching
from your pencil on the paper when you do
your homework, and the barks from your
dog Max. It feels like living in a tomb.
Whenever Maria calls you to ask you to
come over to her tree house, which you
helped her build when you were small, it
feels like she is saving you from drown-

ing. You can’t stop yourself from staring

at ber boyfriend, Fredrik. Maybe one day,

if you study really hard and become suc-
cessful, and move away to another place,
you can have a boyfriend like him: kind

and safe and beautiful. But you wish be
wouldn’t bring bis friend Tim to the tree
house — what a creep!
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